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MANAGING RESOURCES FOR A BETTER FUTURE






	Table 1: Proposed Agricultural Water Rates

	Effective Date
	Aug 1, 2016
	Jan 1,  2017
	Jan 1, 2018
	Jan 1, 2019
	Jan 1, 2020

	Recharge Fee (groundwater) ($/AF)
	$85
	$88
	$90
	$93
	$95

	Surface Water Charge ($/AF)
	$119
	$122
	$126
	$130
	$134



Root Creek Water District


5260 N. Palm Ave., Ste. 421.


Fresno, CA 93704








NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS 


OF PUBLIC HEARING


July 13, 2016 at 6 pm


ON PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL WATER RATES








Overview


The primary function of Root Creek Water District (District) is to sustainably manage groundwater resources to provide available water supply for Agricultural and Municipal customers within the District. Towards this purpose, the District will begin to supply agricultural water users with imported surface water to reduce groundwater pumping to a sustainable level. The District intends to adopt agricultural water rates to recover the agricultural water system’s share of District formation costs, administration, and imported water supply costs. The District recently completed a Rate Study and Financial Plan to fairly determine the costs and rates for agricultural water service and municipal (Riverstone development) utility services.








Proposed Agricultural Water Rates


To manage the groundwater basin, the District must encourage the use of imported surface water to reduce total groundwater demand. All customers, even those that continue to use only groundwater, benefit from surface water supply that is managed to alleviate the District’s groundwater overdraft. Therefore, both groundwater customers and surface water customers are proposed to pay rates that recover the cost of imported water.  











Public Notice and Majority Protest Process


In 1996, California voters adopted Proposition 218.  Among other things, Proposition 218 requires a specific process for public agencies to impose or increase certain types of fees, including water rates and charges.  In particular, the provisions of Proposition 218 set forth in Article XIII D, Section 6 of the California Constitution provide that certain types of “Property Related Fees” are subject to a “majority protest” process. If protests are filed on behalf of a majority of the parcels subject to the rates and charges at issue prior to the close of the July 13, 2016 public hearing, the District cannot adopt the proposed water rates. If a majority of the parcels do not protest the proposed rates, the District has the authority to adopt the proposed rates. The proposed rates, if enacted, will take effect no earlier than August 1, 2016.





Any property owner may submit a written protest to the proposed rates; provided, however, that only one protest will be counted per identified parcel. Any written protest must: 1) state that the identified property owner is in opposition to the proposed water rate increases and/or charges; 2) provide the location of the identified parcel (by assessor’s parcel number or street address); and 3) include the name and signature of the property owner submitting the protest. 





Written protests may be submitted by mail to the Root Creek WD District Secretary, 5260 N. Palm Ave., Ste. 421, Fresno, CA 93704 or in person at the same address; or at the public hearing, so long as they are received prior to the conclusion of the public hearing. Any protest submitted via e-mail or other electronic means will not be accepted. 








Notice of a Public Hearing on Proposed Agricultural Water Rates





Pursuant to Article 13D of the California Constitution, the Root Creek Water District Board of Directors will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed water rates on July 13, 2016 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Office of Baker Manock & Jensen, PC located at 5260 N. Palm Ave., Ste. 421, Fresno, CA 93704.











